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VIRGIN ISLANDS. 
Currency: 12 PENCE=I SHILLING. 20 SHILLINGS==I POU ND==$4.86 U. S. Currency. 


ADHESIVE STAMPS. Ip deep green 


December ist, 1866. ’ — 

Lithographed on white or yellowish wove July, 1867. 
paper. Size: 1844x2134mm. Lithographed on various papers. On the 

1 shilling stamps the central figure is typo- 
graphed in black; there are three varieties of 
the 1 shilling. 

Variety A hasthe outer frame composed 
of two thin lines, 

Variety B has these two lines joined, this 
is probably due to a defective transfer or 
wear of the die. 

Variety C hasthe outer border of the 
“~ stamp printed in red. Sizes: 4 pence, 2014(x 
I, White wove paper. 27mm.; 1 shilling, A and B, 21x27%mm., 
Perforated 12. C, 24x30mm. 

Ip yellow green 

Ip green 

Ip deep green 

6p rose 

6p carmine rose 
Vaziety: imperforate. 

Ip green 
II. Yellowish wove paper. 
Perforated 12. 

Ip green 
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I, White wove parer. 
Perforated 15. 


10 tsh carmine and black, variety A 
II 1sh c:rmine and black to, ' BD 
12 Ish carmine and black | a 


II. Bluish white wove paper. 
Perforated 15. 
13 tsh carmine and black, variety A 
14 1sh carmine and black, pane 
III. Yellowish wove paper 
Perforated 15. 


15 tsh carmine and black, variety B 
16 1sh carmine and black wet! > 
Variety: Central figure omitted, 


17 Ish carmine, variety C 





IV. Pale rose wove paper. 
Perforated 15. 
18 4p lake red 
V. Flesh colored wove paper. 
Perforated 15. 
19 4p lake red 
20 4p lake brown 
1868. 
Same types, paper and impression as issue 
of December, 1866, 
I, White wove paper, 
1° Perforated 15, 


2I Ip blue . reen 
22 Ip yellow green 
23 6p rose 

2° Perforated 12x15. 
24 Ip blue green 


II, Yellowish wove paper. 

Perforated 15. 
25 Ip yellow green 
26 6p rose 

The stamps of the preceding issues were 
lithographed by Messrs Nissen & Park of 
London, while those of the sub-equent issues 
were printed by Messrs De la Rue & Co., of 
London. 

1879. 

Same type as preceding issue, typographed 
on whi'e wove paper, 

Watermarked Crown and C, C. 

Perforated 14, 
27 Ip green 
28 Ip pale green 
29 Ip deep green 

This stamp is found quite often with the 
watermark placed sideways, 


1880. 


Typogtaphed (portrait of Queen Victoria) 
on white wove paper. Size: 1814x22}4mm. 


p22 PENNY: 
Watermarked Crown and C, C. 
Perforated 14. 
30 Ip green 
31 2%p red brown 
1883. 
Same type, paper and impression as pre- 
ceding issue. 
Watermarked Crown and C, C. 
Perforated 14. 
32 Mp yellow 
1883-84. 
Same type, paper and impression as pre- 
ceding issue. 
Watermarked Crown and C. A. 
Perforated 14. 
33 4p green 
34 \%p dark green 





35 Ip rose Sept. 15th, 1883 
36 Ip carmine rose 
37. 2%p ultramarine Sept., 1884. 


38 2%p deep ultramarine 
End 1887. 


Same types as corresponding values of the 
issues of December 1866 and July 1867, 
typographed on white wove paper. 

Waiermarked Crown and C, A, 

Perforated 14. 

39 4p orange red 


40 4p brown red 
4! 4p pale brown red 
42 6p lilac 


43 6p deep lilac 

Variety: Imperforate. 
44 4p orange red 

July 1888, 

Provisional issue. 

One shilling stamps, variety C, of the issue 
of July 1867, hand stamped in violet with 
new value. 














Yellowish wove paper. 

Perforated 15. 

45 4p on 1sh carmine and black, violet 
surcharge 

Variety: Double surcharge. 

46 4p on Ish carmine and black, violet 
surcharge 

1889. 

Same type as corresponding values of the 
issues of December 1866 and July 1867, 
typographed on white wove paper. 

Watermarked Crown and CA. 

Perforated 14. 

47 Ip rose 

48 Ip rose red 

49 Ip carmine 

50 tsh brown 

51 tsh pale brown 

52 tsh black brown 
January 23rd, 1899. 


Typographed on white wove paper 
18x224%4mm, 


Size: 


WVinwin iSiAnusy 
YEE oe | 
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Watermarked Crown and CA. 
Perforated 14. 

53. Mp yellow green 

54 Mp pale yellow green 

55 Ip brick red 

56 Ip red 

57 2%p ultramarine 

58 2%p deep ultramarine 

59 4p chocolate 

60 4p rea brown 

61 6p dark violet 

62 7p dark green 

63 tsh ochre yellow 

64 5sh slate blue 


65 5sh Prussian blue 
Varieties: 
a. PFNNY instead of PENNY. 
66 %p yellow green 
67 \%p pale yellow green 


b. HALF instead of HALF. 
68 Mp yellow green 
69 Mp pale yellow green 
c. PENCF instead of PENCE. 
70 4p chocolate 
These varieties are due to broken letters. 


COUNTERFEITS. 


To our knowledge there are no good for- 
geries of any of the stamps of the Virgin 
Islands, none of those that we have seen were 
good enough to deceive even a tyro. 














88 


Our English Letter. 





By EpwarpD J. NANKIVELL, 





LONDON, 20 January, 1900. 

This week Messrs. Puttick and Simpson have been selling off the Hilckes 
stock, by order of the Official Receiver. I was not present, but I am told that 
the auction room was packed and overflowing, several being unable to get in- 
side the door. It was a field night in more ways than one. Bargains, bargains 
galore they say. But I am a little dubious, for I saw a great deal of the stuff 
and, though there was a lot of it, the average condition was anything but first- 
class. Hilckes filled his stock books with all sorts and conditions of stamps, 
and priced them accordingly. A mint specimen got a mint price, but others 
were priced according to the amount of stamp left. A pretty big corner off 
would mean the remnant of a grand stamp at a grand reduction, and it is a 
fact that there are buyers for such specimens, despite all the talk about mint 
condition being a sine gua non of present day collecting. 





Apropos of damaged stamps, I know a firm that carefully puts aside all 
the damaged stuff and, about once a year, one of the members takes the lot 
over to a certain continental town and makes enough off the deal to pay for 
a nice little holiday trip. So that somebody must buy it of the dealers. 





The Capetown correspondent of the Daily Telegraph wires that the 
new Cape stamps are issued. I have not seen them yet. 





The sensation of the day in philatelic journalism is the receipt of Sen/’s 
Lllustriertes Briefmarken Journal with over a hundred stamp blocks printed 
in the natural colors of the stamps. And the question is being asked will he 
keep it up, for the expense, despite the cheapening processes of color printing, 
must be very heavy. Pemberton tried printing illustrations of stamps in their 
natural colors in his PAilatelical Journal in 1873, but abandoned it because 
of the expense. Others have tried it since and none have continued it for 
many months. Hence the Senf experiment will be watched with no little 
curiosity. Any way, we are precluded from following on the same lines in 
this country, for our arrangement with the Inland Revenue and Postal authori- 
ties restricts us to reproductions in black. 





Transvaals and Orange Free State stamps are still to the front as most in 
demand, indeed, were it not for the demand raised for these issues and the 
novelties that are coming along, there would be a much greater slackness of 
trade than there is. That there is a decided lull in the stamp trade is admitted 
all around. Very, very quiet is the general report. And it will remain so till 
this war is over. Then no doubt there will be unusual activity, in South 
Africans especially. But the fear is that the recovery will not come in time 
to be included in the winter season. 
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The much talked of English a4 and 1s in new colors have not yet been 
issued, and it seems very uncertain when they will be, possibly not for some 
months One thing is growingly apparent and that is that the 1d stamp will 
not be altered. The authorities regard the ink in which the 1d value is 


printed as the most perfect protection against cleaning yet devised. Hence 
its retention. 


Lonpon, 10 February, 1900. 

A very strong feeling is growing up against the British North Borneo 
Company because of its curious issues of postage stamps, or so-called postage 
stamps. The most serious charges of manipulating its stamps for stamp deal- 
ing purposes have been openly made against the Company. I have written 
the Secretary for a refutation of these charges, but up to this time I have not 
succeeded in drawing him. So strong is the feeling of disgust at North Borneo 
issues, that one prominent dealer publisher recently assured me that he was 
seriously considering the desirability of omitting such rubbish from his next 
Catalogue. The Catalogue is one of our foremost. 





Some collectors think that with such countries they are safe if they con- 
fine themselves to used copies. But, alas, the obliging Company will let a 
well-known agent have them cancelled by the sheet. Here, however, I can 
offer a wrinkle as to distinguishing between ‘‘cancelled to order,” and genu- 
inely used copies of North Borneos. ‘The “cancelled to order” obliteration 
is a barred stamp, whereas the genuine should be taken only with a postmark 
cancellation. But for my part I should say shoot such countries’ stamps into 
your philatelic dustbin. As an editor I feel very much inclined never again 
to chronicle any North Borneo issues of any sort or kind. 





There have been rumors that the Company intended to prosecute the 
editor of the London Philatelist for his strong condemnation of the Company’s 
postal methods. If a prosecution were instituted I am certain that English 
philatelists, almost to a man, would joyfully and liberally subscribe to a 
defence fund, and I am very much inclined to believe that every philatelic 
society in the country would vote money from its funds for the same purpose. 
Personally, [ am prepared to go round with the hat for Mr. Castle, the moment 


any proceedings are instituted, and my own dollars shall be added to the full 
extent of my ability. 





There must be philatelists among the shareholders. If there are, I won- 
der they don’t bring up the matter at the annual meeting of the Company, 
and publicly expose the business. I am very much tempted to become a 
shareholder myself for the purpose of doing so. 





I have just received the catalogue of the sale of the late Mr. Westoby’s 
philatelic library. I am somewhat disappointed at its lack of comprehensive- 
ness. One naturally expected such an old and learned philatelic writer to 
have possessed an exceptionally fine philatelic library. But it is far from 
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complete in even well-known and easily obtainable works. The leading 
English journals are fairly complete but the foreign are rarely so. The 
AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY is represented only by vols. 5 to 12, the 
Philatelic Journal of America by vols. 3 to 9. Evidently Westoby was not 
a collector of philatelic literature, for none of the less important periodicals 
are included. He seems to have given room only to the best, with solid 


matter, in reality, only to those which could be considered works of reference. 
It was probably a wise limitation. 





Talking about books I have just received the prospectus of an imposing 
work on the Stamps of Switzerland, dealing with the issues from 1843 to 1862. 
It will contain ten plates printed in the colors of the stamps, and 35 other plates 
in black. The subscription price is 150 francs. There are to be about 200 
pages, and the pages measure 14% inches by 11 inches. Just a nice size for 
the waistcoat pocket! It will be in French, and the authors are M. Paul 
Mirabaud and Baron de Reuterskiold. 





The promised new edition of the Gibbons’ Catalogue for 1900 is not out 
yet. It is further promised for next week. 





I have heard nothing further about the projected new competitor cata- 
logue. Of course, it may be in the press. Bright’s catalogue had three 
years’ work put into it before it was published. To me it is a puzzle what 
dealer there is left who can stand the racket of the enormous initial expense 
of publishing another stamp catalogue. 





There will be a new edition of Whitfield King’s catalogue shortly. This 
time Mr. King is himself carefully going through every line. 





Bright’s ABC presumably will not be far behind. Its third and last 
edition is somewhat old now. And when we have all these catalogues before 
us, what a fluster there will be over prices. Lots of Colonials are absolutely 
unobtainable at anything near present catalogue prices. Some have doubled, 
others have trebled in their market prices. Still, against any overweening 
desire to price high there is an unquestionably unresponsive and somewhat 
disturbed market to consider. The South African war is unsettling matters 
a great deal more than we had ever anticipated, and the stamp trade is certain 
to feel its influence for sometime to come. The boom that it is believed will 
follow the settlement of the South African unrest will scarcely counterbalance 
the burden of the cost of the war in life and treasure for another twelve 
months at the earliest, unless matters pan out a great deal better than at 
present is anticipated. 





Never in the history of philately has there been such a rush of new jour- 
nals in this country as there has been of late. I have already told you of the 
resucitation of the S/amp Collectors’ Fortnightly, and of the new series of the 














Philatelic Record, now we have another new monthly from Mr. Morley for 
fiscal collectors, entitled Morley'’s Philatelic Journal ; another for post card 
collectors from Mr, Walter T. Wilson, entitled Postal Cards and Covers. This 
latter isa quarterly. Both these new comers are neatly gotten up. On the other 
side of the account, we have the death rate. The Stamp Collectors’ Guardian 
has merged itself into the Stamp Collectors’ Fortnightly. How many of these 
will survive the year remains to be seen. 





To the list of new philatelic journals I should add one for, and entitled, 
The Young Collector. It is projected by a vigorous society of young collec- 
tors, started here in the metropolis by a very energetic young collector, who 
has conceived the idea of a Junior London Philatelic Society. He is pushing 
it on quite novel lines. He gets up lectures on stamp collecting, invites all 
the schools near, makes the lectures interesting with lantern displays, and 
works up the stamp collecting fever, and he caps the evening with a present 
of a packet of stamps, by way of a start, to every one attending. He writes 
me that his first lecture was to a crowded hall. Such an energetic worker is 
worth a dozen croakers of the specialist class of the “ wet blanket” order of 
notabilities. 





An enterprising inventor of my acquaintance has been working for some 
twelve months past on what he believes will be accepted as a really per- 
manent album for all stamp collectors, whether they be beginners, general 
collectors or specialists. [ am not at liberty to disclose his plan yet, as he 
wishes to secure his patents, both here and in America first. But I shall soon 
be able to discuss it in the AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. We have 
spent many evenings here in my den elaborating his work. How far it will 
take the philatelic public by storm, I cannot say. It has many very tempting 
advantages, and, of course, its disadvantages. It certainly will enable a man 
to collect without gaps, and confine himself to any country or any issue. But 
I must leave it here for the present. 





There is a good deal of talk about changes in Niger stamps, but nothing 
of a very definite character yet. Months ago, I heard of the preparation of 
“something new,” but that something new has not made its appearance. The 
latest news is that the current Niger stamps are to be suitably overprinted for 
use in the new colony or protectorate. This of course will only be a pro- 
visional at most. Any way, the territory has already been formally taken over 
by the Government authorities and the formal proceedings of the occasion are 
reported in the daily papers here this week. So the issue of some sort 
of stamp for the new régime cannot be long delayed. I suspect that the 
stock has already been sent out, and that the first we shall hear of the new 
stamps will be used specimens from the country of issue. 
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The Postage Stamps of the United States. 


By Joun N. Lurr, 


(Copyrighted. All rights reserved.) 


(Continued from page 70.) 





PostaGE Dur StTamps.—Continued., 
IssuES OF 1894-95. 


On July 1st, 1894 the contract of the American Bank Note Company 
for the manufacture of postage stamps expired. Such reserve stock of stamps 
as was in the vaults of the Company was transferred to Washington and issued 
as required. Concerning this stock the annual report of the Third Assistant 
Postmaster General, dated October 31st, 1894, says: ‘Of the postage-due 
stamps, the transferred stock of the 1 cent denomination was exhausted August 
14th, 1894 ; the 2-cent, July zoth, 1894; and the 1o-cent, September 24th 
1894." The other values were not exhausted until April, 1895.” 

It has been reported, on supposedly good authority, that the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing made printings of the postage-due stamps from the 
plates of the American Bank Note Co. This statement has, until recently, 
been generally accepted. But it is now officially denied that any such print- 
ings were made and the records of the Bureau confirm this denial. Doubt- 
less this series will be omitted from future catalogues. The stamps which, 
heretofore, have been assigned to these supposed printings, and which were 
distinguished by the transparency of the paper and the whiteness of the gum, 
we must conclude are merely a late product of the American Bank Note Co. 

In the report of the Third Assistant Postmaster General for 1894 (page 
476) we read : 


CHANGE OF POSTAGE-DUE STAMPS. 


It was also decided, upon the suggestion of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, to 
make a change in the designs of the postage-due stamps—the change consisting of a reduction 
in the size of the stamps and some immaterial changes in the general design. The denomi- 
nations of the stamps are those of the old series, and the color was intended to be the same, 
but owing to some difference in the character of the engraved plates the@ormer color has 
not been exactly preserved: The new color is somewhat deeper than the old, and some of 
the earlier issues of the stamps have even been printed a bright red. 

The following is a description of the new stamps 

The shape of the whole engraving is oblong, the size being seven-eighths by very nearly 
three-fourths of an inch. In the center is the indication of denomination—large white 
Arabic numerals being used—surrounded by fine lathework, forming an equilateral device 
with thin white edges, rounded corners, and curving sides—the four corners of the outline 
pointing to the top and bottom and the two sides of the stamp. Above this is a semi-circular 
panel bearing in white capitals the words ‘‘ POSTAGE DUE”, with a small cross at each end, 
and above this still, in the two upper corners, are the letters ‘‘u”’ and ‘‘s”, over which, 
and descending some distance on the two sides, is a line of ribbed ruling. At the bottom 
of the stamp, in a curved panel, are the words of the denomination in white capitals, above 
which, coming from each of the lower corners, is a large or ginal scro!] ornament somewhat 
resembling a cornucopia. 


The stamps measure 18% x 22 mm. 
They were at first printed on a thin white wove paper, usually semi- 
transparent. Afterwards, in common with other issues of the same period, 
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they appeared on paper watermarked with the letters “U.S. P.S.” They 
have been reported, as have the stamps of the regular issue, on paper which, 
in addition to the watermark, showed laid lines, and also on paper which 
was apparently double. It is claimed, by those who should speak with 
authority on the subject, that neither of these varieties of paper was inten- 
tionally made or used ard that they must be due to some accident of 
manufacture. Such varieties appear to be of only trifling interest. 


The gum varies from smooth to rough and from white to brownish. 
The perforation is 12. 


The colors are : 
White Wove Paper. 


Aug. 14th, 1894 1 cent pale vermilion, vermilion, violet-rose, pale claret, 
claret, deep claret, lake 
July 20th, 1894 2 cents vermilion, dark vermilion, claret, bright claret, 
deep claret, lake 
Apl. 27th, 1895 3 cents deep claret, lake 
aes ° 5 cents claret, bright claret, deep claret, lake 
Sept. 24th, 1894 10 cents lake, brownish lake 
Apl. 27 7th, 1895 30 cents lilac-rose, violet-rose, rose, claret, lake 
5 ** 50 cents lilac-rose, violet-rose, browish claret, lake. 


Paper Watermarked “U.S. P. S.” 


Aug. ist, 1895 1 cent dark carmine, violet-rose, claret, bright claret, deep 
claret, brownish claret, lake 

Sept. 14th, 1895 2 cents violet-rose, claret, bright claret, brownish claret, 
deep claret, lake 

Oct. 30th, 1895 3 cents crimson, deep claret, lake 

Oct. 15th, 1895 5 cents claret, bright claret, deep claret, brownish claret, 
lake 

Sept. 14th, 1895 10 cents claret, deep claret, lake 

Aug. 21st, 1897 30 cents lake 

Mch., 17th, 1896 50 cents brownish claret, lake 


The plates for these stamps are made up of two panes, placed side by 
side. Each pane contains one hundred stamps, arranged in ten rows of ten. 
The impressions are divided vertically between the panes at the time of per- 
forating, thus leaving one edge of each sheet blank. 

A line is drawn across the plate between the fifth and sixth horizontal 
rows. This line terminates in arrow heads in each side margin. There are 
two varieties of the imprint. The first is “‘ Bureau, Engraving & Printing,” 
in small lower-case letters and initial capitals, on a small rectangular panel, 
surrounded by a thin colored line. The second variety is made by adding a 
rosette and a three-pointed ornament at each end of the panel. The imprint 
is placed above the two stamps in the middle of the top row of each pane 
and below the corresponding stamps of the bottom row. The plate number 
is placed at the inner side of each imprint. The plate numbers are: 


Without Watermark. 


1 cent No. 57, 147 
2 cents No. 34, 60, 159 
3 cents No. 70 


5 cents No. 71 
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10 
3° 
5° 


Uwn 


10 
30 
5° 


cents 
cents 
cents 


cent 

cents 
cents 
cents 
cents 
cents 
cents 


No. 
No. 
No. 


72 
73 
74 


With Watermark. 


No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No, 
No. 
No. 


From the annual reports of the 
we obtain the following statistics of 
deputy postmasters : 


Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1895. 


Sept. 30, 1894. 


147, 246, 267 
159, 247, 268 
254 
255 
256 
260 
261 


57: 
60, 
7°, 
71, 
72, 
73) 
74) 


Postmaster General and other sources 
quantities of these stamps issued to 


QUARTER ENDING : 


Dec. 31, 1894. Mch. 31, 1895. June 30, 1895. Total. 
1 cent 883,531 2,233,600 2,391,100 1,939,850 7,448,081 
2 cents 1,825,036 2,016,250 2,436,400 1,864,450 8,142,136 
3 cents se ee eee ote. eee wane 39,400 39,100 
5 cents Jesedss a eee nt 88,200 88,200 
10 cents 62,600 3375790 351,870 339,110 1,091,370 
30 cents edéeee his pilodwéeseralo: sappdels 70° 700 
5° cents 6666 ee">) > os phen ers ul > caaeindes 890 890 
Whole number of stamps, 16,810,477. Value, $352,698.53. 
Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1806. 
QUARTER ENDING : 
Sept. 30, 1895. Dec. 31, 1895. Mch. 31, 1896. June 30, 1806. Total, 
1 cent 1,822,900 2,366,800 2,439,400 1,953,700 8,582,800 
2 cents 1,578,400 2,405,550 2,236,450 2,029,450 8,249,850 
3 cents 95,550 98, 100 92,500 96,900 383,050 
5 cents 128,550 127,960 180,860 175,540 612,910 
Io cents 325,950 400,320 419,150 359,190 1,504,010 
30 cents 2,220 2,040 4040 1,760 10,060 
5° cents 1,390 2,634 35350 1,060 8,434 
Whole number of stamps, 19,351,714. Value, $450,658.00. 
Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June 3oth, 1897. 
QUARTER ENDING : 
Sept. 30, 1896. Dec. 31, 1896. Mch. 31, 1897. June 30, 1897. Total, 
I cent 2,259,600 2,106,000 2,062,900 2,285,000 8,713,500 
2 cents 1,937,900 2,130,650 2,072,800 2,315,400 8,456,750 
3 cents 39,400 108,500 49,600 103,100 300,600 
5 cents 133,880 237,440 181,600 153,740 706,660 
10 cents 2775590 344.790 394.410 366,450 1,383,240 
3° cents 2,790 2,060 1,180 1,120 7,150 
5° cents 2,160 1,520 1,010 57° 5 260 


Whole number of stamps, 19,573,160. 


Value, $443,720.00. 








Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June 3oth, 1898. 


QUARTER ENDING : 


Sept. 30, 1897. Dec. 31, 1897. Mch. 31, 1898. June 30, 18908. Tctal. 
1 cent 2,186,800 2,506,400 2,637,600 2,487,600 9,818,400 
2 cents 2,339,350 2,511,800 2,666,250 2,771,500 10,288,900 
3 cents 58,000 119,200 114,100 186,000 477,300 
5 cents 123,820 149,400 262,360 246,740 782,320 
ro cents 245,650 338,730 408,060 492,990 1,485,430 
30 cents 740° 1,420 1,650 1,310 5,120 
5° cents 1,610 1,650 6,470 1,030 10,760 
Whole number of stamps, 22,868,230. Value, $512,856.00. 
Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1899. 
QUARTER ENDING: 
Sept. 30, 1898. Dec. 31, 1898. Mch. 31, 1899, June 30, 1899. Total. 
1 cent 2,020,300 1,113,400 949,000 918,700 5,001,400 
2 cents 2,405,500 2,147,400 2,450,400 2,151,350 9,154,650 
3 cents 96 300 85,500 97,600 39,550 318 950 
5 cents 119,500 184,200 232,600 135,750 672,050 
10 cents 243,120 374,000 414,950 276,500 1,309,170 
3° cents 2,310 550° 330 7,210 10,400 
5° cents 160 200 20 1,070 1,47° 


Whole number of stamps, *16,468,090. Value, *$411,050.00, 
*4,500 specimens, value, $750 included, 


In the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1895, there were delivered to the 
Universal Postal Union at Berne 750 copies each of the 1, 2 and 1o cent 
stamps. In the succeeding year a like quantity of the other values of the 
series were supplied to the Union. In the reports of the Postmaster General 
for those years, these stamps are included in the tables of deliveries to post- 
masters. 

In the year 1898, 200 stamps of each denomination of this series were 
delivered “‘ for the Post Office album”, and 125 sets were overprinted in blue 
“ Universal Postal Congress ’’’ and presented to the delegates attending that 
congress. These two lots are not included in the statistics quoted from the 
reports of the Postmaster General. 

The 4,500 “ specimens ” referred to at the foot of the table of deliveries 
to postmasters in the fiscal year 1899, consisted of 750 copies of each value 
of the series except the one cent. It is understood that these are all sur- 
charged “‘ specimen” in small Gothic type, in magenta ink, by means of a 
handstamp. 


PROVISIONAL ISSUES. 


From time to time, and in different parts of the country, postmasters 
have resorted to a variety of makeshifts to supply a temporary shortage of 
certain values of the postage due stamps. Such provisional issues have 
usually emenated from small post offices and the majority of them seem to be 
of entirely honest intent and free from any suspicion of having been made 
for philatelic purposes. While these issues were not authorized by, the Post 
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Office Department, the fact that they were made by postmasters gives them 
some standing. They are certainly interesting to a specialist. 

The following varieties have come under my notice : 

In the collection of Mr. F. O, Conant is a cover which was received in 
Berlin Falls, N. H., on April 30th, 1880. The cover is stamped “ Due 3” 
and a three cent stamp of the Post Office Department has been affixed to re- 
present the short postage and has been duly cancelled. 

In the AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATEY for August, 1895, I find a 
communication wherein it is stated that provisional postage due stamps were 
in use in Detroit, Michigan, from June 21st to 27th of that year. Ihave not 
seen these stamps but infer from the description that they were made by sur- 
charging (probably with a hand stamp) the one and two cent stamps of the 
regular issue “ Due 1” and “ Due 2” and also by a similar surcharge in 
manuscript. 

In the same year in Winside, Nebraska, one cent stamps of the 1890 is- 
sue were surcharged ‘‘ puE 1” ina circle and used as postage-due stamps. 
The circle is 19 mm. in diameter. The word “ pve” is in large capitals, 
6 mm. high, and is placed above the “1”. The surcharge is in magenta ink 
and appears to have been made with a rubber hand stamp. I have seen 
copies used on parts of the wrappers of newspapers and cancelled July 2oth 
and August 6th, 1895. 

In North Branch, N. J., two cent postage-due stamps were bisected 
diagonally and use as one cent stamps. The only copy at hand is on a piece 
of the cover of a magazine which is dated June, 1895. 

Mr. W. F. Goerner has shown me a similar provisional which was used in 
Warwick, R. I.,in'1897. In this case two cent stamps were divided vertically. 
Mr. Goener writes me : 


‘* In September, 1897, while in Bayside one evening I called upon Mr. O., who stopped 
there during the summer. Looking over some of the periodicals of the day I was quite 
surprised to find one or two of them bearing the enclosed provisionals. Further search, then 
and some days later, revealed eight copies. Bayside, at that time, had no post office—the 
mail coming through Warwick. Not knowing whether the stamp was affixed at Providence 
{whence the mail was originally sent) or Warwick, I went to the latter office to inquire. I 
found a young woman, the assistant, in charge and asked her if the split stamps had been 
nsed at that office She said : yes, that they were out of one cent ones and that the post- 
master had cut them before and so she supposed it all right to do so and she hoped they had 
done no: hing wrong and that no harm would come from it. 

I did not understand what she meant but she soon told me that she thought I might be 
a post-office inspector and that she meant to tell the truth. 

If I asked her how long they had been using the stamps in this way, I have forgotten 
what she told me. But it is my impression that she said it was not very long and that not 
many were so used. The earliest copy that I saw was on the Literary Digest of August 7th 
and the latest on the same paper of September 11th.” 


I have two covers, used in Jersey City, N. J., in 1897. One is a large 
envelope, cancelled November zoth and marked “Due 6”. In payment of 
this shortage three 2 cent stamps of the regular issue were affixed and hand- 
stamped in purple “ Due acts.” The surcharge was applied after the stamps 
were placed on the cover. The other envelope bears a one cent stamp, 
similarly surcharged in magenta ink. The date of use of the latter is not 
legible. 

A more ambitious provisional was issued in Jefferson, Iowa, in October, 
1895. On this occasion two cent postage-due stamps were overprinted on 
each side ‘‘ Due 1 cent” and subsequently divided vertically and each half 
used as aone cent stamp. The surcharge is in black and on my copy reads 
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upward. The following brief history of this provisional is taken from the 
Philatelic Era for May 7th, 1898: 


UNITED STATES Post OFFICE, 


JEFFERSON, IowA, February 12, 1898. 
To WHom IT MAy CoNCERN: 

This is to certify that about the 6th day of October, 1895, my supply of one cent post- 
age due stamps was exhausted. I had made requisition for a new supply and expected them 
daily, and pending their arrival had a local printer print ‘‘ Postage Due 1 Cent” on a few 
half two cent due stamps and these half stamps I used on matter requiring one cent stamps 
until arrival of one cent due stamps. Not more than than twenty of these one half stamps 
were used, as I only had thirty printed and had about a dozen left when the new supply 
arrived, after which the half stamps were not used. I am not a stamp dealer or collector ; 
know nothing about it and am not in any way interested in it. 

Yours, 
(Signed) F. R. McCartuy, 
Postmaster, Jefferson, Ia. 





Note.—It is the wish of the author to secure for this work the greatest possible accuracy 
and completeness. As an assistance to this end he requests philatelists to call his attention 
to any errors or corrections to be made in dates and to any varieties which may be omitted 
from the lists. In addition to this the publishers will greatly appreciate the loan of any copies 
of the Baltimore and Brattleboro stamps and of Carriers of type C4, C28, Cag and C30 
(58th edition of the Standard Catalogue) in order that illustrations of as many types as possi- 
ble may be secured. For which favors thanks are tendered in advance. 


(Zo be continued.) 








The Recent Destruction of Newfoundland 


Remainders. 





We publish herewith two articles from the Daily News of St. John’s, of 
December 29 and 30, both relating to the recent auto da f¢,a notice of which 
has previously appeared in our Journal. 

We think it but just to the Newfoundland postal authorities to express 
our opinion that these two articles, which we publish, are ridiculous, and that 
the practice of destroying remainders is neither extraordinary nor unwarranted. 
The postal officials of Newfoundland will certainly come nearer maintaining 
the integrity of the postal service by destroying stamps which are no longer 
fitted for postal use, than would be the case if the interests were entrusted to 
the writer of the article, who looks upon postage stamps as a species of mer- 
chandise for speculation and not as tokens issued by the government for the 
purpose of performing a certain specified service. No one will believe that 
the Colonial Secretary or the Postmaster-General had any such object in 
view as the facilitation of speculation, but we think that almost every one will 
agree that they have adopted the best means of disposing of something that 
was useless and annoying. The fact that the stamps would have realized con- 
siderable money would certainly not justify their being on sale for a number 
of years, and it cannot be calculated that they would have produced any par- 
ticular income as the post office department, in disposing of stamps, must 
reckon upon their use for postal purposes, in which case there would remain 
no profit or at best but a very small one. 


THOSE STAMPS. 


The Herald has been supplied by the Colonial Secretary with the reasons 
for destroying stamps of obsolete issues unsold by the Post Office on the ‘irst 
of January next. It has not been supplied, however, with the reason for 
selling certain denominations of Cabot stamps in a different manner than all 
other stamps, and in a way calculated to favor speculators. The reasons 
given for the ante-date intended for Tuesday next and for the whole treat- 
ment of the question, are most unsatisfactory, and merely result in involving 
the Auditor General in responsibility for the sacrifice. Briefly, they are as 
follows:—There was a large quantity of stamps of various issues, in stock at 
the Post Office, and therefore (1) An audit of those stamps was difficult, and 
(2) there was room for dishonesty on the part of the Postal Officials. To 
these reasons of the Auditor General, another is added by the Colonial Secre- 
tary himself apparently, of an equally futile character,—namely, that the re- 
putation of our Postal service has suffered abroad through questionable 
methods adopted in the past. The latter reason is as insulting as it is puerile; 
it strikes a dastarly blow at the reputation of every postal official, for it makes 
no distinction as to blame worthiness for such methods. What proof of it 
exists, and in whose opinion has the Colony suffered. The proof consists of 
the assertions of philatelic dealears and journals which mean that speculators 
have not found it as profitable to handle our stamps as they would if we des- 
troyed the surplus from time to time. But why should the Colony consult 
them rather that 
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and well being, what does the Colony care for a good reputation with such 
people, bought with a price? As to the difficulty of audit—that is mere moon 
shine. What is the Auditor General for except to audit under difficulties ? 
but if his method be to burn either the money or the stamps he has to audit, 
the expense of his keep will be great. Then as to difficulty with postal 
officials the reason is absurd. All the stamps could be removed from the 
Post Office, audited and sold by tender and contract. Now that many stamps 
have been sold, and but few comparatively remain, there can be no such 
difficulty of audit or control as warrants destruction of stamps by fire. Those 
that remain on hand should be put up to sale by tender. If all cannot now 
be sold, the remainder should be placed for a season in safe keeping and sold 
at a convenient time. Any other course will be solely in the interest of stamp 
collectors, the value of whose stock will be greatly increased by the destruc- 
tion of the remainder. The Herald however, announces that on Tuesday 
next all unsold obsolete stamps will be burned in the presence of our local 
Nero and of witnesses and representatives of the press. The speculators and 
local stamp collectors should also be invited, as they will most keenly enjoy 
the spectacle and to them it will be a very valuable New Year’s gift. A medal 
should be struck off or a new stamp printed—to celebrate the occasion. A 
fitting design would be an asses head with the motto “money to burn.” In 
the meantime it is said by those who know, that this destruction and waste of 
money is to gratify the fad of the Colonial Secretary, as against the advice of 
the responsible Postmaster-General, and is contrary to the convictions of 
members of the executive, who dare not assert themselves apparently.—.Sé 
John's (N. F.) Daily News, December 29, 1899. 





“ALL ABOUT STAMPS.” 


We are informed that the Hera/d’s statement of alleged “ facts,” published 
under the above title, is very erroneous and misleading. The truth about the 
matter referred to is as follows:—All obsolete stamps were offered for sale, 
by advertisement dated November 7th last, and immediately upon the publi- 
cation of the first copy of the Gazette, Mr. E. W. Pilot applied for $200 worth 
of 1, 2 and 3 of the “ Cabot” issue, only to find that Mr J. H Montgomery 
had applied twenty minutes earlier for $1,200 worth, more than the entire 
stock of those particular kinds. The question is, how did Mr. Montgomery 
know they were to be put up forsale? Discussion arose, and thereupon a second 
advertisement was published, dated November 8th last, offering the Cabot 
stamps for sale in “ sets” only, until the 26th of December when their sale 
was to be unrestrained up to the znd day of January next, when the surplus 
is to be destroyed by fire, thereby increasing the value of all stamps held by 
collectors. Consequently on Tuesday morning last, there was a run upon 
obsolete stamps, especially of the “ Cabot” issue, and the result was, that the 
demand for the latter was very much greater the supply. Then arose the 
question, how should these stamps be sold, to first comers until exhausted, or 
pro rata among all applicants. It was then announced that the application of 
Mr. Montgomery, made before the publication of the advertisement dated 
November 8th, would be regarded as ranking before applications made on 
Tuesday last, and consequently that Mr Montgomery would get all the ones 
and twos of the Cabot issue. Mr. Pilot thereupon took legal steps to protect 
his right to the stamps applied for by him in regular manner, and in due 
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course on Tuesday. He was acting for himself alone, not for any other 
person. The matter has not yet been settled, and may not be without trouble. 
It smacks of an attempt to give one man a monopoly. One other error of the 
Herald requires correction. That Journal says: ‘All 


THE Casot STAMPS 


to be destroyed have been applied for five times over.’’ Those applied for 
will be sold to speculators, while these unapplied for will be burned, thereby 
increasing the value of the stock held by speculators, and destroying thou- 
sands of dollars worth of stamps that the colony might otherwise sell. The 
whole scheme is an outrage,—a job in the interest of collectors, though put 
up probably without any such intention on the part of the Government, but 
with that result nevertheless. It must also be remembered that beside the 
Cabot stamps, there are thousands of dollars worth of other issues to be 
destroyed. It may not be amiss to say that the stamps to be burned would 
net ten thousand dollars, if sold by the Post Office, and that this vast sum is 
to be sacrificed to the folly and obstinacy of the Colonial Secretary, for the 
Postmaster-General has been ignored and over-ruled in the whole matter, and 
treated without respect for his age, experience or service. The members of 
the Executive Council do not agree with the course proposed, if their outside 
talk can be relied on, but inside the Council are as mute as mice and meek as 
Moses in the presence of their master the Colonial Secretary. The greater 
the consideration given to the reasons afforded on behalf of the Government 
for the intended destruction of stamps, the more absurd and insufficient they 
seem. To say, ‘‘ we cannot audit them, therefore burn them,” or “ somebody 
will make profit by them, therefore destroy them,” is worse than childish folly. 
There are reasons for exercising care and vigilance but not warranting des- 
truction, and we say again, the proposed burning can only benefit speculators 
and can only be for that purpose. If the course now proposed be adopted, 
several acute dealers, friends of the Government and otherwise, will make 
their “ pile,” and a number of private collections of stamps will be doubled in 
value, but the public treasury will lose thousands of dollars. The whole 
matter demands investigation in the Assembly when it meets, and will doubt- 
less receive it.—/did, December 30, 1899. 
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New Stamps for Venezuela. 


Cipriano Castro, General-in-Chief of the Army of Venezuela and Supreme 
Chief of the Republic, decrees : 

Art. 1. The Minister of the Treasury shall order a new issue of post- 
age and Escuelas stamps, in accordance with the fellowing regulations : 

Art. 2 The postage stamps intended for interior and exterior corres- 
pondence shall have the form, dimensions, values and colors as is expressed 
hereinafter: 25 mm high and 21 mm wide. They shall bear in the center 
the bust of the Liberator in an ellipse. The upper part shall bear the in- 
scription “‘ Correos de Venezuela”, and in the lower part there shall be 
inscribed the value in numerals, with the word ‘‘ Centimes”’, ‘ Bolivar” or 
“ Bolivares ” in the intermediate space. They shall be as follows: 

5 centimos de bolivar yellow 


“ 


10 bright green 
25 . 7 “red 

50 me vs “dark blue 

1 bolivar gray 

2 bolivares dark green 


Art. 3. For official correspondence directed to foreign countries there 
shall be issued a special stamp, 28 mm high and 24 mm broad which shall 
bear in the center the national arms, above “ Venezuela’, below ‘* Union 
Postal Universal”’, and at each side, in numerals, the value. Above the 
arms there shall appear the word “ Oficial” in black ink. The issue of these 
stamps shall be divided into five values, as follows : 


5 centimos violet 
“ 


10 yellow 
25 me red 
5° r dark green 


1 bolivar blue 


Art. 4. There shall also be a stamp 28 mm high by 24mm wide, 
similar in form to those described in Art. 3, except that the upper and lower 
parts shall bear the words “ Certificado”. The stamp shall be of the value 
of 25 centimes de bolivar, in dark green color, and it is intended only for 
registered articles in accordance with the law which has provided for such 
service. 

Art. 5. The Escuelas stamps shall have the form, dimensions, values 
and colors as hereinafter described:—25 mm high x 21 mm broad, inscribed 
“ Instruccion”’ above and the value below. The stamps shall bear the bust 
of the Liberator and their values and colors shall be as follows : 


5 centimes de bolivar yellow 


10 ” “ dark blue 
25 " * o brown 
50 bi " ” bright green 


1 bolivar gray 
3 bolivares sienna 
10 m: red 


‘“ 


20 violet 
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Art. 6. The printing of these stamps shall be done by the American 
Bank Note Co., of New York, in the best style. 

Art. 7. As soon as the Government shall place in circulation the new 
stamps, those which have hitherto been in use shall remain without value, 
whether surcharged or not surcharged. 

Art. 8. The Minister of the Treasury and the Minister of Public In- 
struction shall be entrusted with the execution of this decree. 

Given, signed with my hand, sealed with the scal of the National 
Executive and countersigned by the Ministers of the Treasury and of Public 
Instruction, in Caracas, on January 15, 1900, eighty-ninth year of the 
Independence and forty-first of the Federation. 

(Signed) Cipriano Castro, 
(Countersigned) 
Minister of the Treasury, 
G. T. VILLeGas PULIDO. 
Minister of Public Instruction, 
MANUEL CLEMENTE URBANEIA. 


Victoria: Full-Length 2d. 





The Victorian stamps are but a few years younger than those of the 
cantons of Switzerland referred to herein, but ¢#eir chapter of disclosures and 
discoveries has never yet been finished, and we have still another noteworthy 
verse to add. The 2d, full-length portrait of the Queen, issued in 1852, as is 
well-known, was first engraved and then reproduced by several lithographic 
transfers, some of which contain variations from the normal design that are 
mentioned in the catalogues, and will be found carefully described, as far as 
the former knowledge hereon permitted, in the London Philatelic Society's 
work Oceania. The most notable varieties are the variations of the corner 
lettering, occurring through the replacement of parts of the transfer, and that 
generally known as “ broken steps to the throne.” We have now received 
from Mr. E. Stock, of Berlin, another variety somewhat akin to that last 
mentioned. The stamp in question is of the earliest or second stage of 
transfer, in a brownish gray, fairly distinct impression, and with the back- 
ground innocent of the white patches that are found on the later, and more 
worn, impressions. The outer frame-line to the lower right is broken and 
has been thickly redrawn, but is inside the upperand normal portion thereof. 
The bottom line under “s” is broken and is higher than the normal portion. 
The “‘s”’ is broken to the left, and, with the base of the “column ”’ to right, is 
higher than that opposite. There is no dividing line to the left hand of the 


‘“*s.” This is evidently the result of a slip of the transfer paper, the thick 


outer line being added to patch up blank space. — Zhe London Philatelist. 
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The Postage Stamps of Kishengarh. 





(From Notes Suppiiep spy G. Barton Groves). 





Kishengarh is a State in Rajputana to the east of the British district of 
Ajmere. Its capital city of the same name is situated on the railway line 
between Ajmere and Jeypore. So far, the date of introduction of postage 
stamps is unknown. ‘The earliest date seen so far is 19-9-99. We hope to 
give more definite information soon. 

The first stamp used appears to have been an impression of the current 
lithographed 1 anna fiscal stamp in green on an envelope. Unfortunately we 
have been unable to get a copy of this stamp, which is plain enough, for re- 
production. It is 22 millimetres square and contains the arms of the State in 
the centre, surmounted by the words 7tkat Raj Kishengarh in Hindi letters, 
while the top label contains the word Xishkengarh in English and the lower 
label e2 anna in Hindi, preceded by One and succeeded by Anna, both in 
English. The envelope is of laid paper, size 78x136 millimetres, with an em- 
bossed tress on the flap representing a rose. 

This appears to have been succeeded by two stamps of new design. 

The % anna stamp is a rough imitation of the British Indian postage 
stamp of the same value. 

The stamps are found both imperforate and roughly pin-perforated. 
They are also used for stamping envelopes of the same kind as those already 
described. The adhesives are all on white wove, but are apparently pro- 
duced in any color that comes handy. So far we have seen: 


Adhesives. 
¥% anna imperf. yellow-green 
ii “ 


% ultramarine 

. he “ —_ carmine 

% “ perf. yellow-green 

y “ - ultramarine 
‘“* imperf. dull purple 
Envelopes. 

¥% anna ultramarine 

x “ purple 


We have also seen a Re 1/— stamp with a design almost precisely the 
same as the 4 anna. It was blue-green and perforated. We do not, how- 
ever, suppose that this is actually used for postal purposes. The State has 
only two offices, one at Arain and the other at Kishengarh. The only post- 
mark used is a double circle with the words Arain (or Kishengarh) Raj P. O. 
The date is inserted in the center in red ink. 


— The Philatelic Journal of India. 











Types of the 5c Geneva of 1847. 


It might well have been thought that the last word had been written 
about an old timer like this stamp, but, according to an interesting note in 
the January number of the Zimdre Posie, there is still something to be re- 
corded. The first issued stamp of this canton is, of course, the well-known 
double Geneva of October ist, 1843, followed on April rst, 1845, by the sc 
of the first type, in which the wing of the eagle is away from the edge of the 
shield, and the stamp printed with only a spacing of about 1-3 to 4mm. 
apart. Early in 1847 the latter was superseded by the stamp of which we 
are treating, which has the eagle’s wing touching the outside of the shield, 
and is indeed from an entirely redrawn design. The differences which con- 
stitutes the three types, according to M. Moens, are to be found in the scroll 
in which occurs the word ‘‘trneBRAS”, which he thus defines: In Type I. 
a thin line starts from the left frame of the shield, and is prolonged to the 
upper part of the ‘‘r” in “ TrenrBRas”. Type II. resembles the latter, but 
the prolonged stroke only goes to the foot of the “r”, and does not practical- 
ly pass beyond the edge of the scroll. In Type III. this stroke is absent, a 
blank space in the scroll being thereby revealed. Attention is also called to 
the letters “‘1. Hu. s.” in the glory above the scroll, in which the letters are 
in some instances seen partially repeated, this feature being absent in Type 
III. Our contemporary further states that the design at first appeared with 
the letters doubled, that they were found to be too large and were effaced, 
but imperfectly, as portions of the letters “1” and ‘‘s” can distinctly be 
traced. Smaller letters were then substituted. From an examination of 
our available specimens we can carry the discovery yet a little further, as 
we find that the sc blue-green, issued in December, 1848, also has the same 
varieties, which M. Moens does not mention, and we are inclined to favor a 


fourth type. The varieties also occur on the same sheet; ¢.g. we have 
sé tenant 


1847. Types 2—z2, horizontal 
“ 


‘e sé 


3—2 
“ “ a “ 
1848 (dark green) “ ; rane block of four 


_ e “ 1-2, vertical 

This clearly shows that these several lithographic reproductions were 
simultaneous and continuous to the end of the issue. The easiest method 
of finding the types is, in our view, by the examination of the letters “1. H. 
s.” ‘These differences may be thus described, and they will, be found quite 
easy to follow: 


Type I. Complete vertical strokes both before and after “1”. 


Type Il. A broken vertical stroke (varying in its dimensions, probably 
according to wear of the stone) before the “r’, and short strokes over the 
“ H ” and Lay s** 

Type II. “1. 4. s” clear except minute stroke after the last letter. 

Whichever system is followed, there should be little difficulty in placing 
these three types, which are quite distinct and form a most intercsting phila- 
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telic variety. Toth: specialist these types do not exhaust the varieties, as 
there are other minor differences whose raison d'etre we have not yet satis- 
factorily solved. In one instance the numeral “5” has a loop at the junc- 
tion of the vertical stroke with the curved base of the figure. The thick 
black, which line forms the shield, also seems to vary in each type, and beyond 
this, for instance in Type II., we have three specimens, each of which, while in 
other respects conforming to the tests previously mentioned, have this frame 
distinctly different from others of the so-called type. Type II. also has the 
“_” of “ CANTONAL”’ with a second faint head to the letter, as if the letter 
had been lengthened, which the above three variants have not. This 
may be therefore a fourth type, and we shall endeavor to examine other speci- 


mens with a view to deciding the still doubtful points — Zhe London Phila- 
helist. 


Auction Sales. 





We have three more important auctions slated for this season, all of 
which contain very fine lots of material. Our next sale will be held on 
March 28th, 29th and 30th, and will include two general collections, the first 
of which, while lacking a great many of the commoner stamps, is extremely 
rich in the medium and very rare stamps. Following this we shall sell the 
Herrick collection which is extremely rich in many lines, being a specialist’s 
collection in some countries in which collectors will find it difficult to com- 
plete their sets, except by means of such an opportunity as will be presented 
at this sale. Our final sale of this season will contain the magnificent collec- 
tion of United States revenues, formed by Mr. H. E. Deats, and which has 
for years been recognized as one of the finest specialist’s collections in that 
line in the world 

The catalogues of the March sale are now ready and will be sent on 
application. Collectors desiring to have their names entered on the list will 
kindly inform us and they will receive catalogues of all our future sales. 
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Unitep States.—Several of our American contemporaries have re- 

















ported the intention of our Post Office Department to surcharge all the stamps, 
to be distributed hereafter, with the names of the offices to which such dis- 
tribution is to be made. It is said that the reason for this intended surcharg- 
ing is a fraud of some kind which has been practiced upon the Post Office 


Department, and to which an end is to be made by this means. 
We doubt very much the correctness of such reported intention on the 
part of our Post Office Department, and we hope that they will not lead us 


the merry dance in which Mexico has furnished so shining an example. 


In the January 2zoth number of the ///ustriertes Briefmarken- Journal, 


the publishers claimed to have seen stamps thus surcharged, for Minneapolis 


and Milwaukee, but we prefer to believe that someone has played a joke upon 
our contemporary. It certainly would be surprising if the first information 
of such a fait accompli should be reported to us Americans by a European 
source. 
i ie: Se ee ee 
AustTrRiA.—The Unpaid Letter and Newspaper stamps chronicled by us 
last month are herewith illustrated 
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BRAZIL.—We illustrate the four new stamps chronicled in our February 
number 
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CanaDa.—We have been shown a specimen of the 2c on 3c numeral 
with inverted surcharge. We believe that this variety has not as yet been 
reported. 
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Cuina.—Messrs. Bright & Son have shown the London Philatelist a 
used pair of the rc (small surcharge) on tc vermilion, with the surcharge in- 
verted. 

a a: a: a 

CoLoMBIAN Repusiic —In the February number of this journal we 
chronicle the roth, 2oth, 30th, etc. stamps on the sheets of the provisional 
1 and 2c of this country. We give illustrations of this variety. 
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The Washington correspondent of the Metropolitan Philatelist states 
that the Director-General of Posts in Cuba has recommended the prepara- 
tion of stamps of 15 and soc. 


Si: @ cf o® 


Honpuras.—Mr. Albert Calman has shown us the rc official stamp of 

1891 with the surcharge printed without color. 
e? 2 & &@ © 

Japan.—A valued correspondent at Kobe, Japan, writes us as follows : 

“ There will be a new issue at the time of the wedding of the Crown 
Prince, some time in April. There will be but one stamp of this special issue, 
of the denomination 3 sen.”’ 

a > > > > 

MARIANNA IsLAND.—The Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste has received 
a letter dated October 28, prepaid with a 5c stamp of the Philippines of the 
1898 type, surcharged ‘‘ MARIANAS ESPANOLAS ” in an oblong octagon. 

It appears that, by the agreement entered into between Spain and 
Germany, the island was ceded to Germany on October 12, but possession 
was not to be given until the early days of November. In the meantime the 
stamps of the Philippine Islands were used, with the surcharge above 
referred to. 

We shall await confirmatory advices before recognizing the variety as 
a legitimate one. 

oe. & © .@ 


MaurRITIUus.—We show the “ Labourdonnais”’ stamp which was chron- 
cled by us last December. 
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Mr. S. C. Marcuse has sent us a specimen of another Morocco Local 
stamp, purporting to have been issued between Mazagan-Azemour and 
Marakech, We find, however, that this is one of a set which is supposed to 
have no regular existence, and that the stamps were issued merely for specu- 








lation. We illustrate the specimen herewith, but until we can obtain further 
advices we cannot recognize the stamps as legitimate. 
ee ae ee 
Puerto Rico.—The Washington correspondent of the Weekly Philatelic 


£ra informs his paper that the following stamps have been ordered, with 
the surcharge ‘Puerto Rico:”’ 


500,000 Ic 
1,000,000 2c 
100,000 2c envelopes, No. 5 
10,000 5c " " 
25,000 1c postal cards 


eo eS 2. ae 


SouTH AFRICAN REPUBLIC.—A number of our contemporaries have an- 
nounced the stamps of the Cape of Good Hope, as well as other South 
African stamps, with a surcharge “S. A. R.”, these being represented as 
provisional issues made by the Boers in the portions~of British Africa 
temporarily occupied by them. It will, of course, be necessary to await 
more definite advices before giving recognition to these varieties, but it 
certainly appears improbable that the surcharge referred to can be a genuine 
one, as the initials of the name of the South African Republic in the language 
of the Boers are “ Z. A. R”, and not “S.A R.” 

Mr. Sonn, Of Johannesberg sends information to Das Postwertzeichen of 
certain other surcharges on Cape of Good Hope stamps. These are said to 
read “ Z. A. R.” and to exist on the following values:—%4, 1 and 24d. 

o:6:¢ 8 @ 

TasMANIA.—We illustrate the 2p stamp of our February chronicle. 


ee HOD ANT ge 





TrINIDAD.—In our January number we chronicled, on the authority of 
the Metropolitan Philatelist, a 3d surcharged on sd lilac and violet. We 
immediately wrote to our correspondent in the islands, inquiring about the 
reported surcharge, and are now inform d that no such stamp has been issued. 
Our chronicle must therefore be considered null and void until full con- 
firmation of the issue is received. 




















109 








AUSTRIA.—In our chronicle of 
last month we omitted the 4o heller 
adhesive and neglected to mention 
the newspaper wrapper, which is of 
the same design as formerly in use, 
with the value changed to heller. 

Mr. J. C. Morgenthau has shown 
us specimens of the 1 and 2 heller un- 
paid letter stamps, imperforate. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated. 

40 heller green 
Unpaid Letter stamps. 
Imperforate. 
1 heller bistre 
2 “ “ 
Wrapper. 
2 heller gray green 


BELGIUM.—Although our latest 
advices contradicted the report of the 
intended issue of the current 10 
centimes stamp in red, we have just 
received a shipment of the stamp in 
the new color. 

Contrary to expectation, it con- 
tinues to show the ridiculous Sunday 
label. 


Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated 14 x 13%. 
roc carmine rose 


BRAZIL.—The Deutsche Brief- 
marken Zeitung has received the roc 
stamp of the current issue surcharged 
“so REIS” in black. 


The Jilustriertes Brie{marken 


Journal reports the 20 reis unpaid 
letter stamp in the latest type. 


Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated. 
sor on ror rose and blue 


Unpaid Letter stamp. 


Perforated. 
2or green 


BRITISH BAST AFRICA.—Dr.W. 
J. Gascoyne has sent us for examina- 
tion a pair of 3 anna British East 
Africa stamps of the first issue, sur- 
charged “1 anna” and the initials 
of the postmaster, in manuscript. 

This stamp was catalogued by us 
some years ago, but was afterwards 
omitted on the authority of English 
experts. The pair in question was 
sold at a recent London auction and 
appears to be genuine beyond ques- 
tion. It should, therefore, be added 
to the list of these stamps surcharg- 
ed in manuscript. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Provisional issue. 

Perforated. 
1 anna on 3 annas black on vermilion, 

black surcharge 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPB.—We have 
received a one penny stamp in an 
entirely new design, as will be noticed 
by the illustration presented herewith. 
We presume that this. is only one 
value of a complete set in the same 
drawing, but we have received no 
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definite advices from our cor- 
respondents to that effect. The 
picture represents Table Bay and 
Table Mountain in the background. 


Adhesive stamp. 





Watermarked Anchor. 
Perforated 14. 
Ip Carmine rose 


COLOMBIAN REPUBLIO.—Anoth- 
er new provisional has appeared 
which, as will be seen by our illustra- 
tion, is about as handsome as its 
predecessors. The stamps are printed 
in sheets of one hundred in ten 
horizontal rows, each containing ten 
minor varieties. As before, the 
stamps, as sold by the post office, bear 
a cancellation in violet ink, consist- 
ing of seven horizontal undulating 
lines. 


Adhesive stamp. 






\ oe 
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Imperforate. 
5c red, violet surcharge 


CORBA.—Our correspondent in 
Corea sends us specimens of the 2 
and 3 cents of the new issue. They 
are upright rectangles, measuring 
233%4x27 mm. They bear the usual 
Corean device, surrounded by a 


circular or oval garter bearing a 


Corean incription and the English 
legend “ Imperial Corean Post.” 

Our correspondent states that the 
stamps were issued on the 2oth 
of January. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated. 

2 cheun blue 
, eee | 


DANISH WEST INDIBS.—We are 
informed by Messrs. J. C. Morgen- 
thau & Co., that the 3c stamp has 
now appeared in the new perforation. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Crown. 

Perforated 13x12. 
3c blue and lake 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIO.—One of 
our correspondents now sends us the 
1c Jubilee stamp in a new color, the 
change having been made on account 
of the regulations of the International 
Postal Union. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated. 

Ic gray green 


GRBAT BRITAIN.— Mr. Walter 
Wilson sends us a new postal card, 
which differs from the old in that 
the inscription below ‘‘ Post Card” 
reads ** The address to be written 
on this side,” the word “only” hav- 
ing been omitted. 

Postal card. 


%p brown 


GUATEMALA.—We have seen the 
10 centavos red, surcharged in three 
lines: 1900—1—CENTAVO in black. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated. 

Surcharged ‘* 1900—1—CENTAVO” 

1c on roc black and red 




















HUNGARY.—We have received 
from Mr. Witt the 5 heller postal card, 
the central design consisting of a 
crown with the numerals underneath. 
We shall illustrate the card later on. 


Postal card. 


5h emerald green 


Bundi.—The Monthy Journal has 
received a 2 annas stamp printed 
from anewstone, It hasthe simplified 
ornaments in the Crown, which have 
previously been noted in the 1 anna. 


Adhesive stamp. 


White laid paper 
2a pale green, redrawn 


Duttia—The same contempor- 
ary has received the 34 anna stamp 
of this state printed on _ yellow 
green tissue paper, with so-called 
roulettes in color. 


Adhesive stamp. 


Tissue paper. 
¥%a black on yellow green 


Kishengarh.—In this number we 
publish an article on the stamps 
of this state, which we copy from 
the Philatelic Journal of India. We 
presume that the information imparted 
is authentic, and therefore we 
chronicle the set. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Imperf. 


¥% anna yellow green 


% j‘“ ultramarine 

% j‘“ carmine 

% =“ dull purple 
Perf. 

¥ anna yellow green 

% “  ultramarine 
Envelopes. 

¥% anna ultramarine 

1 “ purple 





Ill 


JAPAN.—Offices in Corea.—One of 
our correspondents in Corea sends us 
specimens of Japanese stamps for use 
at Japanese post offices established 
at Corean treaty ports. 

He writes: “It comprises the 
entire new Japanese issue up to 1 
yen, surcharged in red or black with 
the Chinese characters used in Japan 
to designate “ Corea”. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated. 

5° gray 
1s light red brown 
2s light green 
3s brown violet 
48 carmiue 
5s yellow 
8s olive bistre 
ros deep blue 
15s purple 
208 orange 
258 green 
50s red brown 
1 yen carmine 


Japanese Post Offices in China.—As 
was announced some time ago, 
special stamps have been issued for 
the Japanese post offices in the 
Chinese Empire, the regular issue of 
Japan being used, with a surcharge 
in two Japanese characters, which 
are said to read “ China”. 


Adhesive stamps. 





Perforated. 
5° gray 
1s light red brown 
2s light green 
3s brown violet 
48 carmine 
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5s yellow 
8s olive bistre 
10s deep blue 
15s purple 
208 orange 
258 green 
50s red brown 
I yen carmine 


MARSHALL ISLANDS.—It ap- 
pears that the spelling of the surcharge 
on the stamps intended for this 
colony does not conform with the 
German reading, and several values 
of the old set have appeared without 
the “c” in “MARSCHALL”, 

Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated 13 34x14. 
Surcharge Marshall-Inseln 


3pf brown 

5pf green 
a5pf orange 
5opf red brown 


MEXICO.—We have now received 
the 5 pesos stamp of the old type 
without watermark, which completes 
the set of the unwatermarked issue. 
We are informed by Mr, Chapman 
that this variety. was printed in 
October of last year, at about the same 
time that the new issue was placed 
on the market, 

Adhesive stamp. 


Unwatermarked. 
5P rose 


PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.—One of 
our contemporaries announces the re- 
ceipt of the surcharged soc stamp on 
unwatermarked paper. The supply 
which we received was watermarked, 
and hence collectors will have to look 
for two varieties of this value. 

Adhesive stamp. 
Perforated 12. 
soc vermilion, black surcharge 





SALVADOR.— A 
writes that he has seen the rc of 1898 
surcharged * 1900" in figures. 


correspondent 


Adhesive stamp, ° 


Perforated. 


Surcharged “ 1900 ”’ 
1c orange vermilion 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA.—The PAi/- 
atelic Journal of Great Britain states 
that the current wrapper, 34d purple 
on buff, has had the word “ soutH” 
added above and “ AUSTRALIA” be- 
low the stamp. 


Wrapper. 
Yp purple on buff, (?) surcharge 


URUGUAY.— The Washington 
correspondent of the Metropolitan 
Philatelist has seen the 10c stamp of 
the current issue surcharged for of- 
ficial use. 

Official stamp. 

Perforated. 

Black surcharge. 
roc red lilac 


VBENEZUBLA.—Owing to the re- 
cent revolution, the stock of stamps 
in the hands of the post office has 
been surcharged as per the accom- 
panying design. We publish in this 
number the decree ordering a new 
issue, so that the surcharged stamps 
will not be in use for any great length 
of time. 


Adhesive stamps, 


Surcharged 














Perforated. 1b yellow green 


5c green 2b orange 
7 . ~ Registration stamp. 


soc gray black 25c yellow brown 


The Collectors Club, 


351 FourRTH AVENUE, New York, 


The soth meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the Club 
House February 12, 1900. 

Present: Messrs, Bruner, Luff, Perrin, Scott and Stebbins. 

President Bruner called the meeting to order at 8:30 p. m. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The Secretary read a letter from the Secretary of the Section of Philate- 
ly of the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences regarding the Club's pro- 


posed donation of a gold medal to be awarded at the Second Philatelic Ex- 
hibition. 


Moved, seconded and carried that an appropriation of twenty-five dollars 
($25) be voted for the striking of a gold medal as suggested, and that the 


Treasurer mail a check forthwith for that amount. A numberof other 
communications were read and the Secretary was requested to answer them 
as per instructions. The committee appointed having been unable to pro- 
cure suitable quarters for the Club, the President and Treasurer were au- 
thorized to renew the lease of present building for another year, The Treas- 


urer’s report, showing a cash balance in bank of $523.53 exclusive of U, S. 
bonds, was read and approved. 


Mr. Luff read the report of the House Committee, which was accepted. 
The Scott Stamp & Coin Co. was tendered a vote of thanks for their 


kind donation of a bound volume of the AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY 
for 1899. 


Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, it was voted that the 
pool table be re-covered. 


The names of five of the applicants for membership having been posted 
the required length of time, their names were balloted upon and Messrs. 
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Black, Braine, Nostrand, O'Donoghue and Robinson were declared to have 
been unanimously elected subscribing members of the Club. 

The following applications for membership were received and posted on 
the bulletin board : 

A. E. Bitar, 202 Broadway, New York, subscribing member. Proposed 
by P. F. Bruner, seconded by Alex. Holland. 

T. N. Catrevas, 55 East 86th Street, New York, subscribing member. 
Proposed by Alex. Holland, seconded by P. F. Bruner. 

Robert Belden Smith, 44 Broad Street, New York, subscribing member. 
Proposed by Gilbert E. Jones, seconded by James H. Stebbins, Jr. 

Adjourned at ro P. M. 

ALBERT PERRIN, Seeredary. 














<= | — - me — - || a) |) ee 





